Review Handout: Azar: Understanding and Using English Grammar, Charts 10-2, 10-3

Forms of Can/Could

present
past

	a.  polite/permission
	can

could
	----

	b.  ability
	can
	could

	c.  guess (50%)
	could
	could have

	d.  possible
	could
	could have

	e.  impossible
	couldn’t

(also can’t)
	couldn’t have


a. Can I borrow your car?

Could I borrow your car?

b. I can ski.

I could ski when I was younger.

c. He’s not here.  He could be sick.

He wasn’t here.  He could have been sick.

d. You could change jobs.

You could have changed jobs.

e. That couldn’t be right.

That couldn’t have been right.
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